Is God Enough?
Is God enough for you to be satisfied? 

What is it that you have found yourself in envy of?

· A relationship?

· A family?

· Material wealth?

Despite you finding yourself without, Is God enough for you to be satisfied? 

I know how we want to answer that question… 

‘Yes… my heart and my strength may fail, but he is my strength…there is nothing I desire in heaven or earth besides you”… 

But if we are honest… we find ourselves doubting and questioning that… we’re not quite at that place in truth. 

I’m not quite at that place. Asaph says that. How did Asaph arrive at that place where he can say such incredible words in Psalm 73? He didn’t start out at such a place with such a posture of heart… but he did end up there.

Points:

1. I doubt it    (v2-15)
2. Ahhhhh I see (v16-24)
3. God alone is more then enough (v25-28)
Pray
1. I DOUBT IT (v2-15)
-Asaph was the lead singer , directors of the Jerusalem national choir.

V.1
-As with many psalms the opening verse , spells out the conclusion to which faith has at last come…

-A great soul battle.

-utterly honest this man…

-He states the truth that God is good and then contrasts himself… almost like God is good… but me… I’m a shocker… let me tell you about me…
V2.
Illustration – slipping… realise afterward how close we were to loosing everything… car accident on the road from Pacific palms to Bullaadealah

Asaph’s heart doubted… It’s a very real and dangerous look asaph has, that very nearly stumbles him!

His envy nearly drove him to his spiritual death…  THIS IS SERIOUS!

v3.
He saw how unbelievers were prospering.
You know what its like. 

· You begin to notice your contempories. 

· You look at how you have sacrificed for the sake of serving Christ. Your friends, they didn’t have the same concerns for Christ as you did. And look at them now. They seem… well more prosperous.

Asaph saw it in his day too.

Yet how much do many a saint gets caught up in the marathon spiritual battle Asaph speaks of. How many of us and how many times in the week do we add the requirements for our satisfaction? God… yeh he satisfies a little… oh but God plus… plus… BF/GF…. Plus… marriage… baby..career…

Do you ever do that? Sometimes you look at the most wicked person and envy them… they seem to have what you want. They seem to be prospering!
All the time right… I know I find my self eye’s set square on those who have what I want… they don’t have God… but they have prosperity… and I can doubt like Asaph, is God Enough? What about God plus…

V4 – even in death! You would think the wicked… the foolish.. those who say “there is no God or his existence is insignificance” that God would at least punish them with death that is difficult.

Just recently a colleague and friend from my work watched as her husband passed away after a long time battling cancer. This Husband love God… and yet the pain he went through in dying. The agony and physical battle he fought… this man, a righteous man full of faith… and the wicked have it easy, falling peacefully asleep…

Or v5…

they appear to have life easy. They the prosperous sinner is worse them many and yet he is better off then many a saint. Don’t you get tempted to look at the wicked and think they have it better? They are more satisfied? They have More then you!? maybe on a TV screen or movie or magazine about all these beautiful, rich, happy people who care nothing for God. Maybe people at school that aren’t Christians but their lives look great! Can you identify with what is going on in the heart of the author of this Psalm.  

V8-9.
It almost appears that defiance to God = blessings. They glory in making ridicule of Christians their subject. They scoff at the notion of a divine existence, at God himself they take aim… and life goes well for them.

V11
And they flatter themselves that their life of “rebellion” does go unnoticed by the heavenlies… as if Heaven is ignorant of their persecution.

All this… saw Asaph nearly die a slippery spiritual death…

Envy = criticizing God. saying to the God who (acts 17:26 having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place”) that his ways for you aren’t good enough… saying to the all knowing one that he got it wrong with you…

-Job did it. You and I do it. Wrong it is for a finite man to question God. As if our understanding and perspective is great enough to call for something else.

Is god enough for you to be satisfied?
V13
If God is not good to his own people… then why bother. Asaph had been careful in faithful worship, careful with his hands – his actions, and careful with his heart – his motives… that He might honour GOD... and here he contemplates the most bitter pill… Is he the one missing out! Are the black hearted, dirty hand wicked in a better condition?
Is god enough for you to be satisfied?
Legalism
Underlying  such envy is an assumption that holiness begs a reward. That our holly lives, our devotion to God, earns something… and we ourselves judge that it earns prosperity as our world enjoys. Such thinking removes grace from the equation and smuggles works into the gospel
We feel like our holiness has earnt prosperity, 
It’s the prodigal Son Luke 15… 

What if God’s Blessings really were dependant on your performance?

The reality is, if God’s blessings were dependant on your performance… they would be meager! Instead you need to see the scandal at all that you are forgiven! The scandal of grace, that your performance will never be taken into the equation, instead the performance of another… JESUS. His death for you. His life For you. Every blessing flows from Christ… not your performance.

Yet Asaph, like you and I can be tempted in, found himself doubting God’s goodness, blessings and envying the lost.

Is God enough for you to be satisfied?
2. AHHHHH I SEE (v16-24)
Illustration: creation shortsighted granddad who hadn’t seen his grandson in 6 months, went to preschool to pickup his grandson, but instead found another boy by the same name and took him home, none the wiser.

Ahhhhh… I see.

Asaph’s eyes were very shortsighted.

V17
the Old covenant, the temple, the sanctuary was the place where God chose to dwell in a special and unique way amongst his people. In the sanctuary was a place therefore for sitting under the law, word of God, a place for worship.

What happened in The sanctuary???
- radical encounter with God much like Isaiah.

- reverence for the LAW.

- structure of the temple and the realization that the non-believers couldn’t enter… the how or the why the sanctuary, except that in

“His mind entered the eternity where God dwells… he left the things of sense for the things invisible, and apparent disorder resolved itself into harmony” Spurgeon.

God is enough for you to be satisfied?
Illustration: price is right. Contestants had to guess the retail price of a product. Your ability to win was dependant on your ability to discern the value of something.

Sometimes as they are about to place all the objects in order and reveal how the contestant has gone, Larry Underworld reveal a ‘buyout’ option. You could leave the game with the buyout , and that is all… so you had to decide if you valued the buyout as enough to be satisfied… the buyout alone… or carry on and try for everything…

For Asaph, he considered the package… and when the buyout came along, he discovered that he could have God… and to have God was an infinitely more value then any package.

When seen with narrow lens… the unbelieving life appears envious. But the wider, eternal view changesAsaph’s judgment and it ought to adjust ours. Envy is replaced by a horror of their impending doom…

Whatever Happened, we know that Asaph’s perspective changed and he learnt 3things

a) The eternal destination for unbelievers. And vv18

b) Even in his Descent, God cared and was with him (v23)

c) He ought to Trust in God’s counsel not his own n(v24)

 

When Asaph takes a step back, everything becomes clear…

GOD is the beauty that satisfies Your heart. God radiates Perfection! Consider:

· Creation

· Doctrine

· The gospel

His perfect, fatherly Love

God is enough for you to be satisfied?
3.God alone is more then enough to satisfy (v25-28)

Here Asaph turns completely “from the flittering, fleeting glitter that fascinated him… and instead gazes and the pure GOLD… His God. Better then all the wealth, honour, health, peace which he had so much envied

V25
“what do I have in heaven but you…

what if you could have heaven without Jesus? All of your pleasures but no Jesus… would you be content?

“you know what I’m looking forward to in Heaven? You. Just being with you. this planet really has nothing I desire except  for you God”.

V26
Asaph learns how his heart failed him… he couldn’t be trusted as his heart began to long, lust for things it didn’t need… his heart began to displace the greatest treasure for things far less.

 Asaph knows his heart can be easily tempted to by the prospective lies that Happiness is found a part from GOD. So he doesn’t even trust his own heart. God is his hope. His strength.
As for Asaph, he will be near God

V28.
This is superlative… its more then good!

Asaph drew near to God. May we love God more that we would love this world less.

God is the gospel. joy in the greatest. Greatest Joy and satisfaction in the GREATEST
 

Application:

1. What is it that can tend to block your vision of God’s gift… and preventing and tempting you with a lesser satisfaction?
2. how will you intentionally prepare your heart to fight lesser desires and so find God all satisfying?

“suppose i am tempted to lust. Some sexual image pops into my brain and beckons me to pursue it. The way this temptation gets its power is by persuading me to believe that i will be happier if i follow it. The power of all temptation is the prospect that it will make me happier. ...

“the role of God’s word is to feed faith’s appetite for God and in doing this it weans my heart away from the deceptive taste of lust”

Illustration: string timeline of your life.
Lord be our vision. May we as a church draw near to God individually and corporately and see God is the gospel… he is all we need that our desires be satisfied in HIM
